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3 - Strauss and Corbin
* - In-Depth Understanding
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Analytical study of fruit and vegetable market challenges and the causes of
abnormal increase of price along the supply chain

Absteract

The agricultural market of Iran has always suffered from inefficiency, large market margins and
traditional marketing system. Meanwhile, the fruit market is one of the unstable markets that in some
years has experienced price fluctuations or excessive price of fruit.To further investigating this issue in
the present study, using the Zrounded theory method, the factors affecting price fluctuations and
instability of the agricultural market in general and the fruit market in particular was examined. For
this purpose, field visits were carried out from the farm to the level of retail and review of all supply
chain factors, and while recording field observations, farmers, wholesaler, retailers, brokers and
intermediarieswere interviewed. Also, the experts of all responsible institutions and organizations in
the fruit and vegetable market were interviewed and their opinions were evaluated for a more detailed
analysis. The results of this study showed that climatic, cultural, political and economic factors affect
the agricultural market. Also, various factors such as frost, exchange rate increase, general inflation of
the economy, traditional distribution system, large market margins and the presence of mediators have
led to higher fruit prices in the year under study. Finally, suggestions are provided to improve the
current situation and increase market efficiency.

Keywords: Fruit and vegetable market, Price fluctuations, Market margin, Useless mediators,
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