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Comparative Analysis of Basic Needs Approach and Human
Development Approach

Abstract

It has been almost 3 decades since human development approach has established
itself as an alternative to orthodox approach of development. This has shifted our
interpretation of development and well-being from a traditional focus on income
and comsumption toward enhancing human freedoms and capabilities. Since in
development as an interdisciplinary filed of knowledge, informed understanding
of different approaches is necessary, such an understanding is conceptual
framework of this article. In this framework, two particular approaches of Basic
Needs and Human Development approvhes are compared.

First of all, through a comprehensive literature review, the background and the
processes of institutionalization of these two approaches are investigated. Then,
by using comparative method, differences and similarities between them are
indicated. Finally, Based on the similarities it is asserted that basic needs
approach is the conceptual predecessor of human development approach.
However the gap between theory and practice in basic needs approach has
resulted in the substitution of human development approach for that.
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