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Future Studies on the Transformation of Women's Social Identity within the University Institution (Using
Causal stratified analysis Approach)

Neda Khodakarmian Gilan, Mohsen Niazi"

Future studies encompass a set of efforts that, through the exploration of resources, patterns, and
factors of change or stability, envision potential futures and plan for them. Futures studies reflect
how the reality of ‘tomorrow' emerges from the midst of the changes of 'today.' The development
of higher education institutions creates opportunities for women's presence in universities by
stimulating demand and competition. The university institution has led to a reevaluation of
women's identity, and their identity is constantly evolving. The aim of this research is future studies
on the transformation of women's social identity within the university institution, an area that has
not been extensively explored to date. Therefore, it is innovative in terms of both its subject matter
and its dominant approach.

The research population consisted of experts in the field of sociology and university staff. The
sample size was 18 individuals, and the data collection tool was interviews. After conducting the
interviews and implementing thematic analysis, the main and sub-themes were extracted.
Subsequently, using Causal stratified analysis method, their components and dimensions were
identified at four levels: the latent, social reasons, discourse, and mythology.

The research findings, through these four levels, indicate that the university environment
continually prompts women to reconsider their identity, a trend expected to persist in the future.
Women, utilizing various discourses, resist the existing inequality between men and women, and
through their continued resistance, gender equality is projected to become a normal occurrence in
the future. The structural meanings of women in the university have changed, and women are
increasing their activities in the social sphere. In this process, modernization has had a significant
impact.

Key words: Futures Studies, Social Identity, Women, Thematic Analysis, Higher Education Institutions
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