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% The battle of ideas

® The law of specialization
* Operational gap
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Evaluation of Think Tanks in Isfahan Municipality

Abstract

Think tanks serve as a bridge between knowledge and policy. They provide the needed
information for planning and decision making by analyzing issues and providing solutions. So
policy makers can take efficient decision based on think tank outputs to solve problems. Isfahan
municipality is a key organization in urban development, so it needs to take efficient decision for
solving problems. Therefore specialist think tanks are established in Isfahan municipality. In this
study, think tanks were evaluated in order to increase the efficiency and effectiveness their
performance. The research method is Survey research. Information was collected based on
questionnaire. In order to examine think tanks in Isfahan municipality, indicators were extracted
with using literature review and opinions of Isfahan municipality experts. These indicators were
evaluated by 30 members of think tanks of Isfahan Municipality. Research findings showed that
think tanks were evaluated Relatively desirable in the field of resources such as leader of think
tank ability, Service description, access to urban decision-makers, persons with different ideas,
Level of participation of managers, paying attention to foresight, using of think tank methods, in
the field of Utilization such as knowledge management and results publication and the field of
Impact such as Recommendations considered by policymakers and civil society organizations.
Also the performance of think tanks in the field of output in indicators such as the quality of
outputs, policy proposals and ideas generated were evaluated desirable.

Keywords: Think Tanks, Evaluation, Performance, Isfahan Municipality



