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Liberal rationality and the Formation of environmental crises (with emphasis on
the Rio+Y. document)

Abstract

From the early decades of the twentieth century, the pressures of industrial and agricultural
development visibly threatened the environment and environmental issues were rethought
simultaneously with development issues. The history of development issues as a specific
subject dates back to the after of World War 11, and development theories in this period
have emerged in the form of economic development and modernization. This issue is
derived from Western modernity and its dominant ideology i.e. liberalism, tends to move
toward the unification of humanity based on liberal values and the elimination of diversity
in the world by claiming the universality of their values. The basic hypothesis of this study
revolves around this idea that with the advent of Western modernity and capitalism and
their dominant ideology i.e. liberalism, changes have taken place both in this school and
in the developmental discourses that were born and emerged of liberal rationality over
development of the environment. Presumably, we have shown that this has been achieved
through the self-examination and rethinking of liberalism itself. Using the analysis of
Laclau and Mouffe discourse and development theories in the field of environment, ie
theories - production treadmill, metabolic theory and degradation treadmill theory - to a

reading of sustainable development and its manifestation, the Rio+y. document as a

buoyancy sign that in that discourse of liberalism, there is a crisis and a break, we have
dealt. The results show that liberalism as a rationality that has sought to formulate
environmental, economic and social crises in the dimension of sustainable development,
has failed and this has caused the environmental crisis.

Keywords:

Liberal Rationality, Sustainable Development, Rio+y. Document, Crisis Formulation,

Laclau and Mouffe Discourse Analysis.



