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Does creative human capital and environmental pollution have an effect on internal
migration?

Mohammadsaeed Zabihidan*
Vahid Kafiliz
Abbas Khosravani3

Abstract

Today, the word creativity has found a very important role in the literature of urban and
regional economics. The creativity of an area becomes a factor to attract people to that
area. Also, the phenomenon of migration as an important issue is the concern of many
researchers of different sciences; such as economics, sociology, statistics, geography and
environment. The reason for the importance of this topic is that immigrants can have
different political, economic, social, cultural, environmental, etc. effects on the host society
and region. Immigrants who enter a region can bring economic prosperity and capital
inflow to a region, or can cause various social and environmental crises. Along with the
creativity of the region and migration, the issue of environmental pollution is another
important issue in today's world. Therefore, due to the great importance of this issue, in
this research, an attempt has been made to investigate the effect of economic and
environmental factors on migration, as well as factors affecting environmental pollution in
the provinces of Iran. For this purpose, cross-sectional data was used in 2016. Considering
the very important relationship between migration and environmental pollution, a model
with two equations (net migration and COZ2) as a system of simultaneous equations has
been designed and estimated with the 3SLS method. The obtained results show that
environmental pollution has a negative effect on the amount of migration. The results
obtained in this research prove this issue. On the other hand, more immigration to a
province, due to the increase in population, causes more pollution in that province. Also,
the results show that the provinces that have moved towards industrialization have more
CO2 emissions.

Keywords: Migration, Creativity, CO2, Iran.
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