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The Impact of Truman’s Point Four Program on Iran’s First and Second
Development Programs

Abstract

This study examines the impact of Truman’s Point Four Program in Iran on the country’s First
and Second Development Programs . The Point Four Program« part of U.S. foreign policy during
the Cold War¢ was designed to counter communist influence by providing technical and
economic assistance to developing countries¢ including Iran. Using a qualitative approach and
document analysis« this research employs hermeneutics for data interpretation. The findings
indicate that Point Four aid in Iran primarily focused on healthcare« agriculture« education« and
rural development. Although the financial scale of this assistance was limited and negligible
compared to the needs of the First Development Plan< it played a facilitative role in
implementing some projects through knowledge transfer and workforce training. However:« this
aid was more of a tool for expanding U.S. political influence in the region and countering
communism than for fostering Iran’s sustainable development. The First Development Plan was
designed with reliance on World Bank loans¢< with Point Four contributing minimally to its
financing. After the 1953 coup« U.S. aid shifted from technical assistance to direct military and
economic support¢ diminishing the role of the Point Four Program. Ultimately« the program’s
impact on Iran’s First and Second Development Programs can be interpreted as a soft influence
(knowledge transfer and institution-building) rather than deep structural changes. These findings
align with dependency theories< which view foreign aid as a means for maintaining the influence
of major powers.

Keywords: Truman's Point Four Program, United States, Development Programs, Iran
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