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Iran Comparative Analysis of Cultural Dimensions
and Indicators of Economic Growth

Dr. Zahra Nasrollahi
Maasoomeh Abikari

Abstract

Economists believe that culture influences on economic development.
Culture influences in various aspects of economic behavior and
attitude. Study using cluster analysis and test = ANOVA (ANOVA)
to analyze and compare the Iran economically and culturally with
other countries. To define the cultural use the dimensions of culture
at5 years by Professor Haftsd — 1980 to 2001 for various countries,
including Iran, have been identified and studied, as well as GDP per
capita countries, as economic growth is taken. Cluster analysis and
analysis of variance shows that Iran is in the cluster of countries in
terms of cultural, countries gather oriented, risk averse approach
short and high power distance is placed. The results show that
countries with the highest GDP per capita among countries in terms
of cultural dimensions, individualism, risk-taking, with low power
distance and due to the short period of time they have been. The
analysis shows the specific cultural characteristics of economic
growth is not the only reason for economic growth although that
characteristics such as the effective risk influences on economic
growth.

Keywords: Iran, Dimensions of Culture, Economic Growth, Cluster
Analysis.
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Challenges and Opportunities of Maturity and E-Readiness
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Comparison with Selected
Islamic and Developed Countries in Order to Business
and E-Commerce Development

Dr.Abolfazl Shahabadi
Mahsa Ganji

Abstract

E-commerce will be realized depends on two basic as ICT access and
ability to use ICT, and ability of international trade. In other words, the
relationship between business and technology creates the phenomenon of
e-commerce. Leading countries in the field of international trade
including countries that have the potential of international trade and on the
other hand, countries that have new technologies advantage sophisticated.
Recently, electronic commerce is one of the main factors of economic
growth and development by entering the international arena. So the aim of
this study is to investigate the role of Iran in the global e-commerce. For
this purpose, Two groups of selected Islamic and developed countries
have chosen to check the status of the two groups of countries and define
the position of the of Islamic Republic Iran by checking the digital
economy index and enabling trade index during the period 2010-2001, by
the SWOT method (Strengths-Weaknesses-Opportunities-Threats).
SWOT method checks internal factors in terms of strengths and
weaknesses and external factors in the form of threats and opportunities.
According to the method, the results show that in terms of digital
economy index and enabling trade index, Islamic Republic of Iran has the
gap with leading countries in e-commerce. Even among the selected
Islamic countries Iran is not suitable. According to the statistical realities,
lack of IT infrastructure equipment, lack of association between
macroeconomic policy and the development of e-commerce and low level
of adoption of electronic commerce by people is the greatest weakness of
the Islamic Republic of Iran for the development of e-commerce, this is
because that other prerequisites to the development of e-commerce is not
available.

Keywords: ICT, E-commerce, International Trade, Islamic Republic
of Iran.
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Models of Entering Politics in Imam Khomeini
and Ayatollah Borojerdi’s Practical Methods in 60s and70s

Zahra Ghasemi
Dr. Mohammad kazem Kavehpishghadam
Mohammadhossein Behzadi

Abstract

In the explanation of clergymen and scholars’ behavior, two
revolutionary and conservative methods are used. The present article
is aimed at explaining the political leaders’ behavior and studying
Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah Borojerdi’s behaviors as two samples.
Regarding the time conditions after 1963 and the need of a
revolutionary model, Imam Khomeini applied revolutionary methods
to expand the politics; while, Ayatollah Borojerdi applied
conservative methods; however, both of which aimed at adapting the
Islamic policy on Iran’s internal policy. Explaining the conservative
model in Ayatollah Borojerdi’s method and mentioning his practical
instances, this study tries to adapt his method with that of Imam
Khomeini and conclude that the difference between these two resulted
in one common goal and the element of time and theoretical
viewpoint difference have been effective in their modes of action.

Keywords: Imam Khomeini (may God have mercy on him),
Ayatollah Borojerdi, Political Thought, Politics.
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The Feasibility Study of Expansion Micro-Industrial
Units to Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)
in West Azerbaijan Province

Dr. Rahim Dabbagh
Fahimeh Ghiasvand Ghiasi

Abstract

The main goal of this study was investigating the feasibility of
transform of micro industrial enterprise to small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) in West Azerbaijan province. This study was a
descriptive study with survey method. The population of the study
included 41 small industrial units in West Azerbaijan province. The
research instrument was questionnaire that its reliability and validity
was confirmed. After collecting data, data were analyzed with
SPSSwinl5 software. The results showed that organizational,
management and environmental-economic factor were explained
about 70 percent of micro industrial development variance. The result
of mean comparison base on export capability and delivery services
problem showed that there was significant difference in the "low
awareness from export and import condition" and the "low quality of
the product" variables in 99% and 95% level.

Keywords: Small and Medium Enterprise, Industry, Feasibility,
Development, West Azerbaijan.
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An Essay on Basic and Strategic Dual of
Culture in Cultural Policy of IRIB

Meysam Farokhi

Abstract

This article has been written the aim of reviewing the Cultural Policy
field and linking basic and strategic dual of culture with the Cultural
Policy. Author tried to explain concepts for example Public Policy,
Cultural Policy then basic and strategic dual of culture that have the
key and determined role in Cultural Policy mechanism of IRIB. With
the theoretical thinking about Policy field, we can count basic and
strategic dual of culture like "culture as art or Believe and value
system", "Democratization of culture or Cultural Democracy", "
Disclosure Policy or Policy invariance ", "culture as Substantive value
or a device for development", " Populism versus Elitism". From
author perspective, the response of IRIB to basic and strategic dual of
culture, create different trends in the Cultural Policy field. In the other
words IRIB achieves to different Cultural Policy in comparison with
other countries, with selecting self-way among cited duals.

Keywords: Public Policy, Cultural Policy, Democratization of
culture, Cultural Democracy.
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Investigation the Effect of Free Trade and Industrial
Zones Strategic Alliance on Iran’s Tourism Industry Development

Dr. Esmaeil Malek Akhlagh
Dr. Mohammad Doustar
Mehran Mehdizade
Mojtaba Mehrinezhad

Abstract

Strategic alliance formations have increased dramatically over the past
decade and, in many industries, alliances are now a central strategic
component and a core offensive and/or defensive competitive weapon.
Strategic alliances have shifted the fundamental competitive paradigm in
many domestic and international markets from traditional firm-to-firm
competition to more alliance-based, network-vs.-network competition. It's
better to say regardless of the industry or type of business, strategic alliances
are the best way for a company to compete and succeed in today’s
networked economy. One of the industries which needs to this competitive
tool is tourism industry. The tourism industry is global and big business and
encouraging the development of the tourism sector is all the more important
today given its important role in country’s economic, cultural and political
development. Also, attention to the industry for developing countries like
Iran which relies on oil-incomes is necessary. The main goal of this research
was investigation the effect strategic alliance on Iran’s tourism industry
development. So, we have developed and tested a conceptual model related
to the most important dimensions of strategic alliance which can have a
significant impact on tourism industry development and its indicators. The
structural equation model was tested with Amos using data gathered from
four Free Trade and Industrial Zones in Iran (Anzali, Aras, Maku and
Arvand). The results show that the overall fit of the model was satisfactory,
which indicate a sufficient validity of the model. As well, of the four
hypotheses tested, all were accepted. Therefore, the claimed importance of
the strategic alliance was confirmed. The findings suggest that top managers
should form strategic alliance to compete and succeed in today’s
environment inherent uncertainties and issues, though building a strategic
alliance and making it work are not easy, and after building it, manage
alliance and evaluate their alliance periodically and modify/improve it for
achieving to more desired performance. In final we offered some avenues for
further research.

Keywords: Strategic Alliance, Free Trade and Industrial Zones, Tourism
Industry, Tourism Competitiveness Indexes.
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Requirements for Production of Wealth in Shi’i Lifestyle

Dr. Shahrooz Shariati
Mahdi Abbasi Shahkuh

Abstract

Unlike the traditional views that consider development an economical
issue, it is regarded as a consequence of cultural beliefs and
approaches in the modern views and it is believed that development
has cultural foundations. Therefore, religion can be regarded as the
most obvious cultural factor influencing the formation of ideology and
interpretation of human’s earthly life. From this point of view, those
schools that lead people on monasticism and a mere attention to the
afterlife just cause undevelopment and propagation of determinism in
the societies while the schools and religions that know the happiness
and growth of human in faithful attempts to make a better world can
potentially modify the society and hence facilitate national
development. In this regard, the Shi’i School always emphasizes on
the social responsibility of its followers by picturing the world as a
farmland for the afterlife and encourages the to leave a passive
lifestyle and seek prosperity in the frame of godliness rules.
Moreover, based on the Shi’i teachings, earning legitimate wealth and
using it to realize the divine orders has been drastically emphasized. In
view of this sensible axiom that “necessity is the premise of the
necessary”’, this article tries to show that a Shi’i Moslem is obliged to
develop his economical power and produce wealth in order to have a
faithful lifestyle and reach some of his worshipping positions.
Studying some of the faithfulness duties that require producing
wealth, the article tries to examine its place in the Shi’i beliefs
referring to the lifestyles of the Imams.

Keywords: Shia, Wealth, Development, Faithful lifestyle.
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